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NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

ORDINANCE No . 46,912

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN OPEN DATA POLICY

r,

lW9
AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO DO ALL
THINGS NECESSARY AND PROPER TO CARRY OUT ITS
TERMS. 

WHEREAS, much of the data collected by the City of

Norfolk ( hereafter, " the City") is stored in ways which impede

the ability to aggregate, analyze and synthesize it to allocate

public resources; and

WHEREAS, access to public information promotes a

higher level of civic engagement and allows citizens to provide

valuable feedback to government officials; and

WHEREAS, every citizen has the right to prompt, 

efficient service from the government; and

WHEREAS, the thoughtful implementation of an Open

Data Policy will improve provision of services, increase

transparency and access to public information, and enhance

coordination and efficiencies among departments and citizens; 

and

WHEREAS, implementation of an Open Data Policy will

result in the proactive provision of information currently sought

through public records requests, thereby saving the City time and

money; and



WHEREAS, under an Open Data Policy, the City will

proactively publish data consistent with the Commonwealth of

Virginia public records law; and

WHEREAS, information technologies, including web -based

and other Internet applications and services, are an essential

means for open government; and

WHEREAS, under an Open Data Policy, the protection of

privacy, confidentiality and security will be maintained as a

paramount priority while also advancing the government' s

transparency and accountability; now, therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Norfolk: 

Section 1: That the Open Data Policy, a copy of

which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, is hereby
approved. 

Section 2:- That the City Manager is authorized
to do all things necessary and proper to carry out its
terms. 

Section 3:- That the City Manager is further
authorized to correct, revise or amend the Open Data

Policy as he may deem advisable in order to carry out
the intentions of the Council. 

Section 4:- That this ordinance shall be in

effect from and after its adoption. 
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Adopted by Council July 18, 2017

Effective July 18, 2017
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